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Women’s Aid Federation of
England
‣ National domestic violence charity
‣ Network of 370 local organisations running 500
community services (refuge, outreach, advocacy
etc)
‣ Working to end domestic and sexual violence
since 1974
‣ 320,000 women and children receive help and
support each year, 50,000 in refuges (shelters)
‣ Wide range of national activities and services
‣ International projects

Women’s Aid strategic aims (3 Ps)
• To work towards the prevention of domestic and
sexual violence through public awareness and
education
• To improve the protection available to women and
children by ensuring their needs and experiences
inform law, policy and practice
• To ensure the provision of high quality services for
abused women and children

Meeting the needs of children
and young people
• 3/4 million children directly affected (Department of
Health,UK)
• Very few dedicated services
• Review and development of specialist resources and
services
• Award-winning website
• Kidspeak: online consultation with children and young
people (with MPs, judges and welfare workers)

• 3/4 million children are directly affected by
domestic violence (Department of Health,UK)
• Nearly three quarters of children on the 'at risk'
register live in households where domestic
violence occurs. (Department of Health, 2002).
• 70% of children living in UK refuges have been
abused by their father. (Bowker et al., 1998)
• The link between child physical abuse and
domestic violence is high, with estimates ranging
between 30% to 66% depending upon the
study. (Hester et al, 2000; Edleson, 1999;
Humphreys & Thiara, 2002; Mullender and
Morley,1994; Radford and Hester, 2007.)

• 45% of teenagers believe that, in some
circumstances, it is acceptable for a boy to assault
his girlfriend;
• One in five teenage girls has been hit by a boyfriend,
and one third say cheating justifies violence;
• There is a clear link between girls experiencing
domestic violence in the home and then later
experiencing abuse by boyfriends;
• A small-scale local study found that all participants
had knowledge of friends or other young people who
had experienced emotional or physical harm from a
partner.

Every Child Matters ?
• Impacts on Children - Physical, Emotional,
Sexual, Economic, Isolation, Threats

• Cuts across outcomes - Stay safe, Be
healthy, Enjoy & achieve, Make A positive
contribution, Achieve economic well being.

What Schools might see…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance affected
Homework affected
Tiredness
Difficulties in their cognitive performance
Behavioural changes
Withdrawn or disruptive
Model pupil

Why focus preventative work in
schools?
• Schools have a legal responsibility
• School is interactive
• Opportunities within existing frameworks - PSHE,
Citizenship, SEAL
• Schools can help to tackle beliefs and attitudes
• School may be a safe haven for children

Schools are in a key position to…
• Challenge the myths that
perpetuate domestic abuse;
• Support children to seek help and
safety;
• Model and promote healthy, nonviolent relationships.

So why don’t they?
• There are a large number of domestic violence
teaching resources available, but they can feel
overwhelming and confusing
• Teachers don’t have the confidence to teach a
subject that is still considered taboo
• Schools are faced with many competing issues that
they need to address within the curriculum and there
is little time to address additional issues such as
domestic violence
• Schools are not always aware of how teaching
domestic violence is relevant to their responsibilities
within the curriculum

Teachers said….
• Any attempts to address domestic violence must be
part of a whole school approach, with key people
promoting the scheme and appropriate policies and
procedures in place
• New resources need to be simple to use in a short
space of time, and appropriate for different age
groups
• A national awareness raising campaign will
encourage take up.

Women’s Aid’s response
9

Creation of new resources to meet the range of
needs within schools

9

Creation of a central directory of resources on the
Women’s Aid website

9

A package of training and support to encourage
and enable schools and teachers to address the
issue of domestic violence

9

A campaign targeted at schools to encourage take
up

Prevention
• Expect Respect Campaign
• Educational Toolkit

Expect Respect Campaign
¾ New online information and
downloadable resources about
healthy relationships and how
to get help with abuse
¾ Teen awareness campaign
¾ Educational toolkit for
teachers and youth workers

Expect Respect
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Challenging assumptions about gender and power;
Changing beliefs and attitudes about men and women;
Managing feelings and accepting responsibility for one’s own
feelings and behaviour;
Conflict resolution;
Knowing the difference between abusive and non-abusive
relationships;
The consistent message that abuse is not acceptable;
Understanding that domestic abuse is a crime;
The role of peers in providing support;
Where to get help.

Expect Respect Teen Awareness Campaign
Aims of the campaign:
• Raise awareness
• Promote healthy relationships
• Reduce future domestic violence
Launched on Wednesday 10th September 2008 through:

• www.thehideout.org.uk - the Women's Aid's website for children and young people
• Bliss magazine, a UK magazine for teenage girls

Campaign key targets:
• Young people in their first relationships

Campaign content:
• Asks Expect Respect and to give respect in their relationships.
• Survey of Bliss readers to find out how domestic violence affects their lives
• Video clips and written stories on the Hideout website of real life situations of teenagers
affected by domestic violence

Expect Respect: Educational Toolkit
¾ A resource for use within schools and youth
clubs to help raise awareness of domestic
abuse amongst children and young people
¾ To support children and young people who
are currently living with domestic abuse in their
own families
¾ An easy to use, 1 hour lesson plan for each
year from 5 to 18 year olds
¾ Links with the national curriculum and
citizenship targets
¾ Provides supporting information, resource
and advice for teachers
¾ Available as an online, downloadable
resource include interactive activities for
children and young people

The Hideout website
¾ The Hideout is a
Women’s Aid website
specifically aimed at
children and young people
experiencing domestic
violence
¾ Also links to information
for professionals and
parents
¾ Redesign, more
interactive, 3 separate
areas - after consultation
with children and young
people

The Hideout: Virtual Refuge
¾ Positive information about refuges to reassure
children experiencing domestic violence
¾ Explore the rooms, speak to those living there
and play with the virtual toys in the house

Virtual Refuge for adults
¾ Online visual presentation of a refuge
¾

Explore a refuge room by room

¾

Key questions answered

What next?
• Regional seminars and training
• Continued promotion
• Continued development of supporting
resources
• Embedding DV in PSHE curriculum

Regional Seminars
• 9 free regional events
• Locations and dates
9
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9
9
9
9
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Newcastle - 29th April
Bristol - 6th May
Manchester - 19th May
Leeds - 20th May
Birmingham - 9th June
Nottingham - 10th June
Cambridge - 15th June
London - 16th June
Reading - 17th June

Contact information
Websites:
http://www.womensaid.org.uk/
http://www.thehideout.org.uk/
http://www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.uk/
Email / telephone:
info@womensaid.org.uk / 0117 944 4411
National Domestic Violence Helpline:

0808 2000 24-7
(run in partnership between Women’s Aid and Refuge)

